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'Health D-G: Cases expected to peak mid-April

By JOSEPH KAOS Jr
joekaosjr@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: The Health Ministry
is bracing itself for the possibility of
Covid-19 cases peaking in mid-
April, as projected by the World
Health Organisation (WHO).

Health director-general Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah said the
ministry is on the same page with
WHO on this prediction and has
taken measures to mitigate against
it.

“What WHO said is exactly what

we predicted as well. We know we
have citizens coming back ‘home
from overseas, and we fear that we
would see an increase in imported
cases.

“That is why we implemented the
movement control order (MCO).
With this, we are able to trace cases,
especially at hotspots, earlier.

“By identifying cases earlier, we
can isolate them earlier too.

“That is why these coming two
weeks are crucial. If we play our
roles by staying at home, constantly
washing our hands, and practising

social distancing, hopefully we can
flatten the curve,” said Dr Noor
Hisham at the ministry’s daily
Covid-19 briefing here yesterday.

On Thursday, Malaysia recorded
208 new cases, bringing the total to
3,116. This represents the second
highest daily jump after March 26’s
235 cases,

The Covid-19 death toll reached
50 yesterday, after Dr Noor Hisham
announced five more fatalities.

However, the country also saw
its highest number of recoveries
in a day yesterday, with 122

patients discharged.

Dr Noor Hisham added that anoth-
er preventive measure that takes
effect today is the mandatory 14-day
quarantine at an approved guaran-
tine centre for all those entering
Malaysia, including citizens.

“All of thase arriving in the coun-

try will have to be kept at quaran-
tine centres. We have also identified
hotels where they can be guaran-
tined as well.

“The reason we do this is because
we find that some 15% of people
who were asked to undergo home

quarantine do not obey the quaran-
tine order,” he said. ;

Dr Noor Hisham pointed out that
China continues to enforce quaran-
tine instructions on their citizens
who return to their country.

““So we, too, must ensure that our
returning citizens are screened

upon arrival and be quarantined,”
he said. ;
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208 new cases of Covid-19, 5 more deaths

PUTRAJAYA: The Health Ministry

yesterday reported five new

deaths from Covid-19.

Health director-general Datuk
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said
the death tall in Malaysia stood at
50, or 1.6 per cent of the total
number of cases. o

He also said 208 new Covid-19
cases were reported yesterday,
bringing the tally of infections to
3,116.

“Of the cases undergoing treat-
ment in hospital, 105 are in In-
tensive Care Units, with 54 of
them requiring breathing assis-
tance,” he told a press conference
here yesterday. -

He also said another 122 pa-
tients had recovered and were
discharged from hospitals yester-
day. To date, 767 cases, or 24.6 per
cent of the total, have recovered.

The five new cases, Dr Noor
Hisham said, involved Malaysian
men.

He said three of them had un-
derlying health issues, such as di-
abetes, heart problems, gout,
high blood pressure and low im-
munity, among others.

In an effort to reduce conges-
tion in clinics during the out-
break, Dr Noor Hisham said
the Health Ministry was collab-
orating with four companies to

introduce an online appeintment
system.

The four companies are
QueueMed, Encore Med, Book-
Doc and DactorOnCall.

“This is to avoid having too
many people gathering at one
place since we are supposed to
practise social distancing.

“The system will be carried out
in phases, starting with four
health clinics in Putrajaya’s
Presint 9,11, 14 and 18.

“After that, the service will
be expanded to include health
clinics in Kuala Lumpur and Se-

or.”

On whether there was a need to
extend the Movement Control Or-
der (MCO), he said this would de-
pend on the level of improvement
of Covid-19 cases in the country.

He said the ministry was ex-
pecting the second phase of the
MCO to end on the scheduled
date of April 14, but it was 00
early to make any confirmation.

“On the 10th (of April), a few
days before (the MCQ) ends, we
will look at our performance.

“Although I said yesterday
(Wednesday) that we have seen
early signs of improvements, it is
too early to come to any conclu-
sion.”

Dr Noor Hisham explained the

need to flatten the Covid-19
curve, saying that it was crucial
to do so in the next two weeks as
the World Health Organisation
predicted that the number of in-
fections in Malaysia could wors-
en by the middle of this month.

“The reason to flatten the curve

is not to have zero Covid-19 in-
fection, but to allow hospitals to
cope with the exponential spike
in cases.”
- He said among the main con-
cerns was the imported cases in-
volving Malaysians returning
from abroad.

“We have a small cluster from
those coming back from over-
seas, while the (Masjid Jamek Sri
Petaling) tabligh cluster makes
up about 40 per cent.”

Masjid Jamek Sri Petaling in
Kuala Lumpur became Southeast
Asia’s Covid-19-hotspot following
a massive religious gathering
there last month.

Dr Noor Hisham said 18,826
participants in the tabligh event

‘had been screened, and of this

figure, 1,407 tested positive,
10,000 negative, and 3,173 were
pending. About 3,400 partici-
pants in the event had yet to be
tested.

“Our prediction is perhaps,
within this crucial two-week pe-

riod, if all of us can come to-
gether and make sure we play our
role by staying at home, prac-
tising social distancing and
washing our hands, we could
flatten the curve by the end of the
first week (of this month),” said
Dr Noor Hisham.

He said about 80 per cent of
Malaysians who tested positive
for Covid-19 showed either mild
symptoms or none at all,

“We know that 80 per cent are
asymptomatic or exhibit mild
Symptoms.

“The other 20 per cent need
more attention as they either be-

long in the moderate cases or the -

critical cases of around five to 10
per cent.”

He said although the WHO had
recommended that the ministry
only screen those with symp-
toms, Malaysia decided to also
test those who had come in close
contact with Covid-19 positive
cases.

He said the Covid-19 deaths
among the younger age group in-
volved those who sought medical
attention too late.

“We have cases (of Covid-19
deaths)involving young patients,
like the one aged 34, and the
youngest was 27. :

“But (this was because) they

came (to the hospital) at a very

‘late stage.

“They came when they were al-
ready in the third or fourth stage
(of Covid-19 infection), where
they had pneumonia and needed
breathing assistance.”

Previously, Dr Noor Hisham
said there were five stages of
Covid-19 infection.

In the first stage, patients usu-
ally test positive, but do not show
any symptoms.

The second stage is when a pa-
tient tests positive, but only-
showed mild symptoms.

In the third stage, patients will
start developing some form of
pneumonia, while those in the
fourth stage will start having
breathing difficulties and need
0Xygen support.

As for the fifth stage, it involves
patients who can no longer
breathe on their own and have to
be intubated and put on venti-
lators.

“There are many deaths in-
volving those who have dia-
betes, hypertension and low im-
munity.

“This made up about 67 per
cent of the total number of
deaths,” he said, adding that the
other. high-risk group involved
those from the senior age group.
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RAY OF HOPE

MCO BEARING

FRUIT, S

EPIDEMIOLOGISTS

New cases appear
to be plateauing,
but experts caution
people against:
being too optimistic
VEENA BABULAL

KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

PIDEMIOLOGISTS say

Malaysia’s sacrifices in

the first two weeks of the

Movement Control Or-
der (MCO) have borne fruit.

Now, a ray of hope is dis-
cemible through the plateauing
trend of new Covid-19 cases,
which has been somewhat con-
sistent since March 27.

But. experts have cautioned
Malaysians against getting carried
away by the numbers as it remains
very much in the red zone.

Epidemiology and biostatistics
expert Dr Malina Osman said the
MCO had halted further infec-
tions In the community.

“This is proven by the new cas-
es showing a somewhat plateau-
ing trend. We hope the numbers

will further decrease by April 14.
1f this is sustained, the new cases
are expected to hover between 50
and 150 cases a day.”

On Thursday, the World Health
Organisation (WHO) said Covid-19
cases in Malaysia were expected to
peak in the middle of this month,

. with the number of criticaily il

patients expected to also peak in
that week.

It was reported that there were
signs the inﬂfecuon cu}"“rxle for
Malaysia was flattening. Malaysia
is the worst-hit country in South-
east Asia, with 3,116 cases.

Dr Malina said the MCO com-
pliance rate should be at 98 per
cent or above, with leeway given
only to those In critical sectors.

is because of the insid-
fous nature of the disease. There
are those who are positive, but
are asymptomatic.

“There are also those who went
overseas during the recent school
holidays (and have returned), as
well as those from the tabligh
gathering who have yet to come
forward.

“A number of these people may
show no symptoms, but they may
have already transmitted the
virus to surrounding (close con-
tact) groups.”

Asi
PIC BY AIZUDDIN SAAD

Earlier, Health director-general
Datuk Seri Dr Noor Hisham Ab-
dullah said more than 5,000 at-
tendees at the tabligh gathering
at the Serl Petaling Mosgue in
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Kuala Lumpur had yet to undergo
Covid-19 screening.

Hesaid upto five generations of
transmissions had been traced to
the gathering, which was report-
edly attended by 16,000 people.

Dr Mallna said the MCO was
crucial to pursue contact tracing,
discover new clusters and weed
out cases of people who returned
from abroad, adding that it would
also reduce the risk faced by
healthcare workers from asymp-
tomatic carriers.

Dr Malina, a Universiti Putra

e Stz P an e i i
ign saying ‘Stay Home' is hung on thegrille of a balcony at Menara City One in Kuala Lumpur yesterday.

can create new clusters of infec-
tion during this period,” she said,
adding that the number of cases
at this point did not necessarily
givea full picture of the situation.

She said extending the MCO
would buy time for new cases to
beidentified and for contact trac-
ing to be done to prevent new
infection clusters.

She said during this period, so-
cial gatherings, which had been
cited as one of the main uarﬁx;s
Malaysia's rates were stagge
sho&ﬂd be stopped. i

Malaysians against being com-
placent with the situation and
suggested that the MCO should
be extended beyond April 14.

She said the MCO could be ex-
tended by four to six weeks or two
to three months in the worst-case
scenario as Ramadan and Har
Raya were approaching.

“Up to Wednesday, we still have
more than 2,000 active cases be-
ing treated in hospltals, with al-
most 100 of them In the Intensive
Care Unit. And we are still wait-
ing for the results of mote than
entioh s

“Identifying new cases requ
an incubation of about 14 days. A
person who is already infected

page from the people In Japan and
South Korea who! dtocurb
the Covid-19 outbreak by practis-
ing strict soclal distancing.

“As the virus is still present in
the environment, clustérs of new
cases are like time bombs waiting
to explode.

“European countries like Italy,
Spain and the United Kingdom
did not respond to WHO when it
sounded the global emergency

“alarm on Jan 30. -

“They still gathered in big num-
bers, with huge crowds at football
matches and went about their
dally lives casually. As such, they
suffered the most rapid increases

In new cases

|
|

|
|

She said Malaysians should be
committed to the MCO and ob-
serve social distancing during
Ramadan and Hari Raya.

“The priority for Malaysians
now is to have no new cases and
be free of new Infe clusters

P,
as was 16 of
the MCO.

He said epidemiologists were
trying to determine whether the
poshlves@ls in the trend of new

for 14 consecutive days.

“Most likely there will be no
balik kampung for Hari Raya this.
year,” Dr Malina said, drawing on
decisions already made by some
states that there would be no Ra-
madan bazaars this year.

“For Muslims, we have to ac-
cept and prepare for Ramadan
without going to mosques (for
Terawih prayers). Malaysians
should prepare for the possibility
of avery modest Hari Raya.”

Epidemiologist. Datuk Dr

Dr Awang Bulgiba, a professor
from Universiti said he
agreed with the opinion that
there was a growing and substan-
tial number of pending tests.

On the MCO compliance rate,
he said it should be at 99 per cent
orhigher.

“If even one per cent of our
population of 32 million people
does not comply with the order, it
means there is an additional |

Awang Bulgiba Awang Mahmud
said it was too early to talk about
how the outbreak situation would
develop by Hari Raya.

“I am against traditional Ra-
madan bazaars (in light of the
Covid-19 outbreak), simply be-
cause it will undo all the social
distancing work we have been do-
ing for the past two weeks.

“I also think balik is

390,2_00 pefo‘gle compoundlgg

e n.
He sald because of this, he ad
vocated for the MCO to be
forced for six weeks. .

tlon number.

not advisable in the current sit-
uation, as new cases can imme-
diately flare up when the virus is
brought back to the kampung.”
He cautioned people against

If the number
drops below one, we know the
epidemic {s dying out.

“Of course, to accurately com- -
pute this reproduction number,
we need accurate data.”
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KUALA LUMPUR - Kementerian Ke-
sihatan Malaysia (KKM) telah mene-
tapkan empat zon bagi mengklasifika-
sikan kawasan koronavirus (Covid-19)
berdasarkan jurnlah kes jangkitan wabak
itu di sesebuah kawasan.

Majlis Keselamatan Negara (MKN)
dalam jawapan bagi soalan lazim
(FAQ) mengenai Perintah Kawalan
Pergerakan Tahap 2 (PKP 2) memak-
lumkan, zon merah mempunyai lebih
daripada 40 kes positif virus berkena-

. an manakala kawasan yang mempunyai
21 hingga 40 kes positif dirujuk seba-
gai zon jingga. .

Zon kuning pula merujuk kepada

KKM selari dengan
ramalan WHO

PUTRAJAYA - Kementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia (KKM) mempunyai unjuran
yang selari dengan ramalan Pertubuhan
Kesihatan Sedunia (WHO) yang men-
Jjangkakan Malaysia akan mencapai ke-
muncak kes positif koronavirus (Co-
vid-19) pada pertengahan bulan ini.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah berkata, kemun-
cak kes tersebut dijangka berlaku dise-
babkan kes import.

“Inilah yang kami ramalkan juga, le-
bih-lebih lagi kerana kami sedar kes import
berlaku disebabkan ramai rakyat Malaysia
pulang dari luar negara,” katanya. -

Disebabkan jangkaan tersebut, kata-
nya, kerajaan mengambil langkah terus
melaksanakan Perintah Kawalan Perge-
rakan (PKP).

“Dengan melaksanakan PKP, kita
secara aktif dapat terus mengesan, meng-
uji dan mengasingkan mereka terutama
di kawasan titik panas,” katanya pada
sidang akhbar perkembangan terkini Co-
vid-19 di kementeriannya di sini sema-
lam.

Dr Noor Hisham bagaimanapun ber-
kata, jangkaan tersebut akan menjadi
sekadar ramalan sekiranya semua pihak
bersatu berganding bahu memutuskan
rangkaian jangkitan Covid-19.

Mengenai ujian saringan yang dila-
kukan oleh KKM, Dr Noor Hisham ber-
kata, Malaysia berada pada kedudukan
sama dengan tanda aras WHO.

“Sebelum ini, WHO mengeluarkan
laporan bahawa bagi setiap 10 ujian yang
dijalankan, ada satu kes positif baharu
mencapai tanda aras ditetapkan.

“Ujian yang telah dilakukan KKM
adalah sebanyak 43,462 dan kes positif
sebanyak 3,116 atau 7.2 peratus iaitu kira-
kira 10 peratus. Ini bermakna (keduduk-
an) kita sama dengan tanda aras WHO,”
katanya.

7 Empat zon bagi klasiﬁkasi kawasan kes Covid-19

kawasan yang mempunyai satu hingga
20 kes positif, manakala zon hijau ada-
lah kawasan yang tiada kes positif.

“Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan Di-
perketatkan (PKPD) dilaksanakan di
kawasan atau lokaliti tertentu dalam
zon merah atas nasihat KKM apabila
berlaku penularan mendadak dalam
lokaliti berkenaan,” menurut MKN,

MKN turut memaklumkan sepan-
jang PKP 2 bermula kelmarin hingga
14 April ini, hanya 10 sektor kritikal
yang dibenarkan beroperasi.

Antaranya makanan, air, tenaga,
komunikasi dan Internet serta keselama-
tan dan pertahanan. - Bernama
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KKM berdepan masalah
logistik untuk hantar PPE

PUTRAJAYA - Kementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia (KKM) berdepan masalah logis-
tik bagi penghantaran peralatan perlindung-
an peribadi (PPE) dan topeng muka di fa-
siliti kesihatan terutama di Sabah dan
Sarawak.

Ketua Pengarah
Kesihatan, Datuk
Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah berkata,
masalah tersebut
menyebabkan sese-
tengah hospital ti-
dak mempunyai
bekalan PPE dan

topeng muka men-
cukupi. A
“Ya, pada mula- DR NOOR HISHAM

nya memang kita :
mempunyai kekurangan PPE dan topeng
muka namun masalah itu telah dapat diatasi.
“Masalah sekarang ialah penghantaran
ke hospital yang kekurangan bekalan itu
dan sedang berusaha mengatasinya.
“Insya-ALLAH kita akan selesaikan
minggu ini," katanya. :
-Sementara itu, mengulas mengenai ke-

putusan penggunaan kit ujian pengesanan -

antigen dari Korea Selatan yang dilaksana-
kan kelmarin, beliau berkata, ketepatannya
hanya pada tahap 56.6 peratus.

“Setiap kit ujian perlu mencapai kepu-
tusan antara 75 hingga 80 peratus bagi
membolehkan penggunaannya.

“Jadi kita tunggu untuk menggunakan
fluorescent reader. Apabila ketepatannya
mencecah 75 hingga 80 peratus, baru kita.
gunakan,” katanya,

" Lima kematian baharu

KES KEMATIAN BAHARU
DI MALAYSIA

Tiga kematian di Johor
manakala dua lagi di Sarawak
dan Negeri Sembilan

Oleh TUAN BUQHAIRAH TUAN
MUHAMAD ADNAN

PUTRAJAYA

ima lagi kematian mem-

babitkan kes koronavirus

(Covid-19) dilaporkan ke-

pada Pusat Kesiapsiagaan

dan Tindak Cepat Krisis Kebangsaan
(CPRC) setakat semalam.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Datuk

Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah berkata, tiga

kes kematian terbaru'melibatkan Johor
iaitu masing-masing di Hospital Sul-
tanah Aminah, Hospital Pakar Sultan-
ah Fatimah dan Hospital Enchee’ Besar
Hajjah Khalsom.

“Dua lagi kematian di Hospital
Umum Sarawak dan Hospital Tuanku
Jaafar, Negeri Sembilan.

“Jumnlah kumulatif kes kematian
Covid-19 adalah sebanyak 50 kes iaitu
1.6 peratus daripada jumlah keseluruh-
ankes,” katanya pada sidang akhbar di

. sini semalam.

Dalam pada itu, menurutnya, angka
pesakit pulih daripada Covid-19 dan
dibenarkan pulang dilaporkan semakin
meningkat.

“Kementerian Kesihatan Malaysia

(KKM) merekodkan 122 kes pulih dan

COVID-19

Umalaglknmaﬂanaklhﬁ(:ovld-isynngdmtkan Malaysia setakat semalam.

dibenarkan pulang hari ini (semalam)
menjadikan kumulatif kes pulih. me-
ningkat sehingga 767 kes. Peningkatan
kes pulih itu dikesan bermula 27 Ma
lalu dengan 44 kes. -

“Sehari kemudian melonjak 61 kes
dan pada hari berikutnya pertambahan
68 kes dibenarkan discaj.

“Pada 30 Mac, kes pulih direkod-
Kan sebanyak 91 kes dan menurun ke
58 kes pulih pada 31 Mac manakala 1

. April, kes pulih kembali melonjak ke-
pada 108 kes,” katanya.

Beliau berkata, peratusan kes pulih
dan telah discaj jalah 24.6 peratus da-
ripada keseluruhan kes positif.

Sementara itu, katanya, setakat jam
12 tengah hari semalam, terdapat 208
kes baharu yang dilaporkan menjadi-
kan jumlah kes positif Covid-19 adalah
sebanyak 3,116 kes.

“Daripada kes baharu positif, sera-
mai 105 sedang dirawat di Unit Rawat-
an Rapi (ICU) dan daripada jumlah
tersebut, 54 kes memerlukan bantuan
pernafasan,” katanya.
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DILEMA ANJUR
BAZAR RAMADAN

Wabak punca akiiviti orang ramai berkumpul tidak sesuai diadakan

Oleh Amir Abd Hamid
am@hmetro.com.my

Kuala Lumpur

arikh 1 Ramadan
I menandakan
bermulanya puasa
yang jatuh pada tarikh
24 April ini.

Selain umat Islam mula
menunaikan rukun Islam,
ketibaannya dinantikan
penduduk Malaysia tanpa
mengira bangsa serta agama
susulan tarikan bazar
Ramadan diadakan
di seluruh negara.

Namun wabak pandemik
virus Covid-19 melanda
negara menyebabkan
sebarang aktiviti orang
ramai berkumpul disifatkan
tidak sesuai diadakan.

Negeri Sembilan menjadi
negeri pertama membuat
keputusan melarang
penganjuran bazar Ramadan
apabila Menteri Besarnya
Datuk Seri Aminuddin
Harun my umkan
perkara itu pada 26 Mac lalu.

Kerajaan Terengganu turut
mengambil keputusan
membatalkan penganjuran
bazar Ramadan tahun ini -
dan alternatifnya digantikan
dengan bazar secara dalam
talian selepas diumumkan
pada 30 Mac lalu.

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa
Keusahawanan, Sumber
Manusia, Industri Mikro dan
Hal Ehwal Penjaja negeri
Terengganu Mohd X
Nurkhuzaini Abd Rahman
menyifatkan ia langkah
terbaik dalam memastikan
keselamatan rakyat negeri
itu,

Ia diikuti pengumuman 1
April lalu oleh Menteri Besar
Kedah Datuk Seri Mukhriz
Mabhathir bahawa kerajaan
negeri membatalkan operasi
bazar Ramadan dan bazar
Aidilfitri di seluruh negeri
itu bagi mengekang
penularan Covid-19.

Pada hari sama di :
Selangor, Menteri Besarnya
Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari
turut mengambil langkah
sama membatalkan
penganjuran bazar Ramadan
selepas perkara itu
dibincangkannya secara
dalam talian dengan yang
dipertua pihak berkuasa
tempatan seluruh negeri
it

Beliau berkata keputusan
itu dibuat berdasarkan
situasi semasa wabak
di negeri berkenaan namun
sekiranya Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM)
membenarkan bazar
Rarnadan dianjurkan,
pihaknya akan mengguna
pakai saranan itu.

Sultan Johor, Sultan
Ibrahim Iskandar semalam
menitahkan supaya rakyat
melupakan dulu bazar
Ramadan disebabkan risiko
berlakunya kontak rapat
adalah amat besar.

Baginda meluahkan
kebimbangan sekiranya
berlaku penularan virus
berkenaan secara berleluasa
akan turut memberi kesan
kepada usaha kerajaan dalam
membasmi sepenuhnya
wabak itu.

Dalam kenyataan
berasingan, Menteri Wilayah
Persekutuan Tan Sri Annuar

Musa pula berkata beliau
selaku menteri
bertanggungjawab
memberikan masa sehingga
hari ini kepada pihak
berkuasa jaitu Dewan
Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur
(DBKL), Perbadanan
Putrajaya dan Perbadanan
Labuan untuk
mengemukakan cadangan
terlebih dulu.

Katanya, belum ada
sebarang keputusan
mengenai penganjuran
bazar Ramadan di Wilayah
Persekutuan tahun ini
seperti yang ditimbulkan
sesetengah pihak.

Ketua Menteri Melaka
Datuk Sulaiman Md Ali pula
menyatakan belum
memutuskan sama ada
penganjuran bazar Ram
adan di negeri itu

diteruskan atau sebaliknya.

Bagi kerajaan negeri
Pahang pula, setakat ini
belum ada keputusan
rasmi bagi seluruh negeri
namun Majlis Daerah Pekan
(MDP) lebih awal bertindak
apabila Yang Dipertuanya
Datuk Rose Shamsul Abdul
Razak pada 31 Mac lalu
memutuskan dua bazar
Ramadan utama di daerah
itu tidak akan diadakan.
Katanya, walaupun terlalu

o
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berat untuk diterima
keputusan itu namun
pihaknya terpaksa berbuat
demikian demi keselamatan
dan kesihatan masyarakat
setempat.

Menteri Besar Kelantan
Datuk Ahmad Yakob pada
29 Mac lalu pula
membayangkan
kemungkinan tiada bazar
Ramadan di negeri itu

Mengulas mengenai sama
ada perlu bazar Ramadan
diadakan tahun ini, KKIM
mengalu-alukan idea dan
inovasi daripada orang
ramai, untuk
dipertimbangkan.

“Masa inilah kita
menggunakan idea yang
inovatif, sebagai contoh
e-bazar Ramadan, online
bazar Ramadan atau bazar
Ramadan pandu lalu. Kita
alu-alukan idea baharu
kerana hendak mengelakkan
perhimpunan orang ramai,”
kata Ketua Pengarah
Kesihatan KKM Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah.

Pemerhatian Harian Metro
mendapati belum ada
kenyataan atau keputusan
dari Sabah, Sarawak,

Perak dan Pulau Pinang

berhubung pembatalan bazar :

Ramadan.

April 3, 2020
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Putrajaya: Hasil ujian ter-
hadap kit pengesanan pan-
tas antigen dari Korea Se-
latan oleh Kementerian Ke-
sihatan Malaysia (KKM)
mendapati kadar ketepatan
alat itu hanya 56.6 peratus
bagi Covid-19. '

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-
tan Datuk Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah berkata, setiap kit
ujian perlu mencapai kepu-
tusan antara 75 hingga 8o
peratus bari ia boleh di-
gunakan.

Menurutnya, syarikat
membekalkan kit pengesa-

nan pantas antigen kepada -

KKM adalah dua dari China

e AR

KKM akan menambah 200,000 unit kit ujian pengesanan antigen

P

dari Korea Selatan jika ia terbukti berkesan.

Kit ujian dari Korea Selatan
catat 56.6 peratus ketepatan

dan satu syarikat dari Korea
Selatan

“Jadi kita tunggu untuk
menggunakan  fluorescent
reader, bila (ia mencapai)
ketepatannya mence-
cah 75 hingga 80

berkata

KKM mahu kit ujian
capai keputusan 75
hingga 80 peratus

untuk digunakan

demikian pada sidang
media harian Covid-19 di
Putrajaya di sini, serna-
lam.

Pada 28 Mac lalu, Dr Noor

Hisham dilaporkan

berkata, KKM
sudah mene-
rima kit uji-
an penge-
sanan an-
tigen dari

Korea Se-

latan bagi mengesahkan
jangkitan Covid-19 setiap
penghidap.

Beliau dilaporkan ber-
kata jumlah kit ujianpe-
ngesanan antigen itu
akan ditambah 200,000
unit lagi jika terbukti ber-
kesan dengan setiap unit

kit itu yang bernilai an-

tara AS$5 hingga AS$6
(antara RM21.64 hingga
RM25.97).




KERATAN AKHBAR UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT

April 3, 2020

AKHBAR : HARIAN METRO
MUKA SURAT : 17
RUANGAN : LOKAL

TR TR TR 0 000

kes baharu

. Lima kematian,

kes pulih setakat semalam

un. Mempunyai latar be-

ratus daripada jurniah ke- ( hun. Mempunyai sejarah
seluruhan kes. lakang penyakit darah ting-  kontak rapat dengan kes po-
“Hari ini sehingga 12 te-  gi dan gout. Dirawat di Hos-  sitif Covid-19 (kes ke-2,107).
ngah hari, terdapat 208 kes  pital Pakar Sultanah Fati- Dirawat di Hospital Umum
" baharu dilaporkan. Ini men-  mah, Johor pada 17 Mac dan ~ Sarawak pada 20 Mac dan.
: jadikan jumlah kes positif dis meninggal dunia disahkan meninggal dunia 1
Oleh Amir Abd Hamid  Covid-19 di Malaysia adalah 29 Mac jam 7.10 malam. April jam 8.36 malam.
dan Suraya Roslan  sebanyak 3,116 kes. « Kes kematian ke-48 (kes * Kes kematian ke-50 (kes
am@hmetro.com.my “Sehingga kini, seramai ke-2,572), lelaki warganegara ke-1,767), lelaki warganega-

- Putrajaya

105 kes positif Covid-19 se-
dang dirawat di Unit Ra-
watan Rapi (ICU). Daripada

Malaysia berumur 85 tahun
dan mempunyai latar bela-
kang penyakit kencing ma-

ra Malaysia berumur 69 ta-
hun. Dirawat di Hospital
Tuanku Ja'afar, Negeri Sem-

ima kes kematian di- jumlah itu, 54 kes memer- nis, darah tinggi dan pe- bilan pada 22 Mac dan di-
Llaporkan di Pusat Ke- lukan bantuan pernafasan,” nyakit jantung. Dirawat di sahkan meninggal dunia 2
siapsiagaan dan Tin- Kkatanya pada sidang media Hospital Enche’ Besar Hajjah  April jam 2.20 petang.
dak Cepat Krisis Kebangsaan  harian Covid-19 di Kemen- Khalsom, Johor pada 29 Mac -
(CPRC) semalam menjadi-- terian Kesihatan Malaysia dan disahkan meninggal du-

kan jumlah kumulatif kes (KKM) Putrajaya, semalam. - nia 2 April jam 8.01 pagi.

kematian berkaitan Covid-19

Bagi kes kematian, ini

« Kes kematian ke-49 (kes

meningkat kepada so kes penjelasan beliau: ke-1,273), lelaki warganega-
atau 1.6 peratus daripada ju- + Kes kematian ke-46 (kes~ ra Malaysia berumur 61 ta-
mlah keseluruhan kes. ke-2,909), lelaki warganega-

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan  ra Malaysia berumur 37 ta- ‘ ‘
Datuk Dr Noor Hisham Ab- hun. Mempunyai latar be-

dullah berkata, hari ini (se-
malam) juga terdapat 122
kes yang pulih dan dibenar-
kan discaji’ s
Perkembangan itu kata-
nya, menjadikan jumlah ku-
mulatif kes pulih sepenuh-
nya dan discaj daripada wad
adalah 767 kes atau 24.6 pe-

lakang penyakit kronik dan
rendah imuniti. Dirawat di
Hospital Sultanah Aminah,
Johor pada 28 Mac dan di-
sahkan meninggal dunia 31
Mac jam 11.10 malam.

« Kes kematian ke-47 (kes
ke-2,910), lelaki warganega-
ra Malaysia berumur 78 ta-

Jumloh kumulatif
kes pulih

Sepenuhnya dan
discaj daripada wad
adalah 767 kes

Dr Noor Hisham
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meningkat minggu depan

Jangkaan
pertubuhan
selari unjuran
KKM: Dr Noor
Hisham

Kuala Lumpur: Pertubuhan Ke-
sinatan Sedunia (WHO) menjang-
kakan jumiah kes COVID-19 di
Malaysia mencapai kemuncak de-
ngan jumlah tertinggi pesakit di
hospital pada pertengahan bulan
ini.

Ketua Misi merangkap Wakil
WHO ke Malaysia, Brunei dan
Singapura, Ying-Ru Lo, berkata
jumlah pesakit kritikal di negara
ini pula dijangka meningkat pada
minggu depan.

“Malaysia mempunyai jumlah
jangkitan COVID-19 tertinggi di
Asia Tenggara dengan 2,908 kes
disahkan (jumlah kes kelmarin),
_ dan sudah mengeluarkan lara-
ngan perjalanan bagi memben-
dung penularan COVID-19 ini.

“Berdasarkan data yangada, Pe-

jabat WHO Negara mengunjurkan
kes dimasukkan ke hospital di
Malaysia akan memuncak pada
pertengahan bulan ini,” katanya
dalam jawapan e-mel kepada Re-
uters, semalam.

Katanya, jumlah pesakit kriti-
kal pula dijangka memuncak
menjelang minggu depan, namun
ramalan WHO itu mungkin be-
rubah.

“Wujud tanda lengkungan ka-
dar kes akan mendatar, tetapi ia
mungkin melonjak kembali jika
langlkah pencegahan sedia ada di-
longgarkan atau orang ramai ti-
dak lagi mematuhi arahan per-
lindungan,” katanya.

Beliau berkata, data mengenai
jangkitan baharu setakat ini dan
langkah pemantauan tambahan
tidak menunjukkan penyebaran
meluas wabak dalam kalangan
penduduk negara ini.

Mengulas jangkaan WHO itu,
Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Datuk
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah pada
sidang media hariannya di Pu-
trajaya semalam, berkata jangka-
an itu selari dengan unjuran Ke-
menterian Kesihatan Malaysia
(KKM) sebelum ini, lebih-lebih la-
gi selepas pihaknya mengesan kes
jangkitan import.

“Kes jangkitan import dikesan
apabila rakyat kita kembali dari
luar negara. Itu sebabnya, kita
melaksanakan Perintah Kawalan
Pergerakan (PKP). Dengan pelak-
sanaan PKP Kkita boleh terus
mengesan dengan aktif terutama
di kawasan titik panas, mengesan
pesakit lebih awal, mengasing dan
merawat mereka.

“Jangkaan kami, mungkin da-
lam tempoh dua minggu penting
ini, jika semua bersama-sama me-
mainkan peranan dengan duduk
di rumah, mengamalkan penja-
rakan sosial, membasuh tangan,
dalam tempoh ini kita boleh me-
landai lengkok (flatten the cur-
ve),” katanya. .

Katanya, walaupun ada tanda

awal pemulihan jangkitan CO-
VID-19 di Malaysia seperti dise-
butnya kelmarin, masih awal un-
tuk membuat kesimpulan menge-
nai keberkesanan PKP dan tem-
poh dua minggu fasa kedua PKP
adalah waktu genting untuk me-
nilai keberkesanannya. . :

“Kita akan menilai semula ke-
berkesanan pada hari ke-10 sama
ada PKP periu disambung atau
sebaliknya. Beberapa hari sebe-
Jum tamat PKP kedua, kita akan
lihat keberkesanannya. Walaupun
semalam (kelmarin) saya katakan
ada petanda awal menunjukkan
prestasi baik, jangkaan itu terlalu
awal untizk buat sebarang kesim-
pulan,” katanya.

Beliau menegaskan, apa yang
penting dalarn tempoh dua ming-
gu pelaksanaan PKP fasa kedua
adalah untuk melandaikan graf
Kkes positif wabak berkenaan.

“Alasan utama untuk kita me-
landaikan graf bukan kerana kita
jangka sifar peratus kes COVID-19
dalam negara, tetapi untuk mem-
bolehkan hospital kita dapat me-
nerima pesakit jika kes naik men-
dadalk.

“Jika kita lihat pesakit di Unit
Rawatan Rapi juga meningkat, ja-
di kita perliz memastikan kapasiti
hospital mampu menampung ju-
miah pesakit untuk menyediakan
perkhidmatan terbaik bagi pesa-
kit,” katanya.

Beliau turut mengulangi baha-
wa temnpoh dua minggu terakhir
PKP yang berakhir 14 April ini
adalah penting memecahkan
rangkaian jangkitan COVID-19.

Hasil PKP katanya, amat ber-
gantung kepada disiplin rakyat
dalam mematuhi perintah dite-
tapkan.

Ditanya sama ada saringan.

mengesan COVID-19 yang dilaku-
kan KKM ketika ini mencukupi,
Dr Noor Hisham berkata, ketika
ini Malaysia berada pada kadar
7.2 peratus, iaitu kira-kira 10 pe-
ratus pada tanda aras ditetapkan
WHO.

“Sebelum ini, WHO mengeluar-
kan laporan, bagi setiap 10 ujian
dijalankan dan ada satu kes positif
baharu, ia mencapai tanda aras
ditetapkan. Jika kita laksanakan
ujian dan banyak kes positif, ia
bermakna masih banyak kes da-
lam komuniti.

“Kalaun tengok ujian kita seba-
nyak 43,462 dan kes positif adalah
sebanyak 3,116 atau 7.2 peratus,

bermakna kita sama dengan tan-

da aras WHO,” katanya.

Katanya, sebanyak 43 makmal, -

termasuk milik KKM, Makmal
Kesihatan Awam (MKA), swasta
dan institut pengajian tinggi (IPT)
awam serta swasta seluruh ne-
gara juga dipertingkatkan dengan
kapasiti membuat ujian masa se-
benar menggunakan  teknik
‘Real-Time Reverse Transcrip-
tion-Polymerase Chain Reaction
(RT-PCR) bagi mengesan CO-
VID-19. -

“Di KKM, kita mula dengan 12
hospital dengan pertambahan dua
hospital lagi, iaitu Hospital Sibu
di Sarawak dan Hospital Queen
Elizabeth di Sabah. Selain itu, li-
ma MKA dan Institut Penyelidi-
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Wujud tand
lengkungan
kadar kes akan
mendatar, tetapi ia
mungkin melonjak
kembali jika langkah
pencegahan sedia ada
dilonggarkan atau
orang ramai tidak lagi
mematuhi arahan
perlindungan.

Ying-Rulo,

Ketua Misi meran?kap
Wakil WHO ke Malaysia,
Brunei dan Singapura .

kan Perubatan (IMR} turut ime-
ngadakan latihan untuk 14 mak-
mal milik universiti awam atan
swasta. _

“Bagi makmal milik swasta, ada
tujuh yang boleh melakukan uiian
berkenaan, selain satu
milik Angkatan Tentera Malaysia
(ATM). Bagaimanapun, kita akui
makmal baharu ini masih belum
mencapai keupayaan sebenarnya
dan diharap dapat memperting-
katkan kapasiti ujian mereka,”
katanya.

Katanya, KKM berharap de-
ngan adanya 43 makmal dan lima
lagi makmal di IPTA, akan dapat
menampung keperluan ujian se-
hingga 16,500 sehari.
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adar kematian masih rendah

utrajaya: Kadar kemat1an pe-
kit COVID-19 di negara ini ma-
h rendah jika dibandingkan de-
zan kadar kematian global.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Da-
ik Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,
srkata negara mencatatkan ke-
latian pesakit COVID-19 pada
adar 1.6 peratus berbanding 4.5
aratus pada peringkat global.

“Kadar itu berdasarkan mak-
imat awal jawatankuasa khas
lengenai kematian ak1bat CO-
1D-19.

“Aliran menunjukkan mereka
ang meninggal dunia akibat pe-
yakKit ini kerana masalah komp-
kasi penyakit lain seperti ken-
ing manis, darah tinggi dan sis-
ym imunisasi yang- rendah,
1embabitkan 67 peratus.

“Faktor kedua membabitkan
esakit yang berusia, manakala
etiga kes yang lambat dirujuk
epada kita walaupun usianya
1asih muda,” katanya pada si-
ang media harian COV]D 19 di
ini, semalam.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, da-
lam kes pertama, pesakit berusia
34 tahun dan kes pesakit berusia
27 tahun, mereka dirujuk selepas
berada di fasa keempat serta ke-
lima.

“Ini memerlukan bantuan per-
nafasan yang menyebabkan me-
reka tidak dapat dlselamatkan %
katanya.

Sementara itu, Dr Noor His-
ham berkata, Kementerian Ke-
sihatan (KKM) berdepan masalah
mengagihkan peralatan perlin-
dungan peribadi (PPE) ke hos-
pital dan klinik memerlukan.

“Pada mulanya kita memang
kekurangan, tetapi masalah itu
sudah selesai. Masalah sekarang
adalah penghantaran ke hospital
dan klinik memerlukan.

“Kita berusaha memastikan
-masalah ini dapat diatasi, teru-
tama untuk menghantar bekalan

«“PPE, khususnya di Sabah dan

Sarawak,” katanya.
Dr Noor Hisham berkata, pi-

haknya menerima sumbangar; le--

bili 50,000 topeng muka dan PPE,
selain setengah juta topeng muka
dari China.

Dalam perkembangan ber
kaitan, Dr Noor Hisham ber-
kata, setakat ini, keputusan
penggunaan kit ujian pengesa-
nan antigen dari Korea Selatan

yang dilaksanakan Kkelmarin

mendapati ketepatannya ha-

Dr Noor Hisham pada sidang media di Putrajaya, semalam.

nya 56.6 peratus.

- Beliau berkata, setiap kit ujian
perlu mencapai keputusan:anta-
ra 75 hingga 80 peratus untuk
membolehkan ia digunakan.

“Jadi kita-tunggu untuk meng-
gunakan fluorescent reader, bila

. ketepatannya meneecah 75 hing-

ga 80 peratus, baru Kkita guna-
kan,” katanya.



